36                      EELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
I wish you would tell me some of the history of this night's salutation, now 'tis so fresh in your thoughts.
3rd Sist. With all my heart; but it will be a long story.
I st Sist. No matter for that; it will be the more profitable, and, I dare say, not the less diverting.
3rd Sist Why after we had been together about half an hour, he seemed to recollect himself, and told me he asked my pardon that he had not condoled with me for the loss of my uncle sir James
------; I told him, he need not, for the loss was not
so great. He replied, he thought I appeared very much concerned at it last night, which made him withdraw sooner than he intended. I told him I was thoughtful indeed, but not so much about that; for though 1 believed my aunt was very sorry for his death, yet I thought she had no great reason ; for I was sure she lived a very uncomfortable life with him. He wanted then very much to know what I was so thoughtful about, if I was not troubled at the loss of my uncle : I declined telling him, but did it in a way that I intended should prompt his curiosity; for I desired nothing more than to have a fair opportunity to tell him very plainly what troubled me; and he soon gave it me. He told me he took himself to be so much interested in me now, as to be concerned in all my griefs; and he claimed to know if anything afflicted me, that he might bear his share in it; and added something so handsome and so obliging on that head, that I must acknowledge it shook my resolution very much; and 1 had almost given over my design ; but I recovered myself again in a moment or two.
1st Sist. Indeed you are a resolute girl; I think what you repeat of him was engaging.